Good Beginnings program gets
donation of half a million diapers

By MELISSA LAFLAMME
Staff Writer

Sullivan County families can count
on 500,000 diapers to fil] their diaper

bags after a massive donation to Geod'

— Beginnings was
I‘_‘ Claremont unloaded . from a

.. B3-fogttruck that
traveled from Burhngton Fraday
morning,

The diapers, Wluch were copsid-

ered too flawed < 'for Séventh

Generation, a nontoxic and environ-

mentally safe hoéusehold products
producer, to sell in stores were

trucked into the Lacrosse Building,.

where they will be stored for the
next nine months.in Rondo Music,
While the donation. enables services

qaeross the county’ to. reet - the .

demands for child care agistance, it
also plugs in holes where other serv-
ice programs are weaker

“This is a need in every community
in this country because food stamps

do not cover the cost, of paper prod- -

ucts,” said Ellie Tsetsn, -axecutive
dlrector for Good Begmmngﬁ of

Sullivan County. “You ¢an’t do without

them if you have a voung child?
Tsetsi said the experise for diapers

costing about $14 a package can’

essentlallv moake or hreak a fanu]ys
income when a child becomes sick and

goes through more . dlapers than-

usual

‘You just can’t tota_'{lv plan ths- :

;. she said. .

Then add 111' the ever—mcreasmg '

prices to-heat homes and fuel cars and
it is certain these circumstances weigh
heavily on struggling families. Patt of
the sohution is donations such as tliese,

which Tsetsi feels can help ﬁ]JJ,nmate
- some of the sfress.on farmilies. '-

“This one way, just.one way maybe,

we ¢an help rélieve their burden, she :

said. -

Tsetsi heard about the dlaper dona—'
‘tion when a son of the executive direc-

tor for Good Begimmings in Central
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Vermont was in Burlington
“helping a 'friend on his home.
“Rumor ‘spread the diapers

were headed for the dump and -
- and-meve-the-pallets from the

‘he. intervened, phoning hLis
‘mpother,
Tgetsei- and the deal was set —

“two trucks to:Sullivan: County

and one truck 1o Central
Vermont ;

*It’s an intéresting story of
scotiriections,” she said,

Fifty-eight pallets later, and
Rondo Music began filling up
with pallets stacked with cases
of diapers. And even though-the
diapers-are shrinking his stor-
age space; Kurt Zentmaier, the
owner of Rendo Music, said he
is more than happy tohelp,

“Much like these diapers it’s
a spare that would have gone to
waste,” he said, “Tt’s a business-
friendly towi .and that kind:of

‘who  then, phoned.

allowed thls to happen
Inmates: from the Hpuse of

‘Correctmns in Unity were on

hand to help unload the truck

Toading dock to the second
floor. -

L Ttsa way to glve back to the
community,” said .officer Ken
Howard, the community corree-
tiong oﬂicer for Bullivan County

- Department of Corrections.

Incorpordting inmates into

“community’ work -detail helps
~from all angles. Donors such a8,
Zentmaier won't need to tie up

too much of their-manpower and
inmates are slowly integrated
back into the community,

“This program has a Iot of
unseen effects” Howard said

dbout the HOC community-cor-
“rections program.

Without domations from. com-'

panies . such as Seventh

Generation, which ghipped the

diapers to - Buffalo from
Burlington to tag them as

- defects -anf-sent-them down to
Clarpmont, programs such as
-Good Begmmngs might not be
a8 far along in their efforts.

-In the future, Tsetsi hopes to

build a commumty diaper bank

that woild hionse more than the
size 3 d1apers that were donat-

-ed, Still, she is grateful for what

she 2ot
“It's really. an absolute bless~

ing becanse 1t’s a struggle”

Tsetsi said.

More information on Good
Beginnings can be found at
www.goodbegihnings.net.

Melissa LaFlamme can be
reached at (603) 543-3100, Ext.
102 .or mlaﬂamme@eagle—
times.com



